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“Our life is but a winter’s day:

Some only breakfast and away;

Others to dinner stay and are full fed;
The oldest man but sups and goes to bed;
He that goes soonest has the least to pay.”
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The Telegraph

18th November, 1994

BY A STAFF REPORTER

Calcutta, Nov. 17: The search is
on for a suitable man. The death
of Indian Football Association
(IFA) secretary Prodyut Dufta
has send feelers flailing for a
replacement, and there are some
names already floating around
for consideration.

Prodyut Durta’s term was 1o
have ended in March 1995. Accor-
ding to the association’ constitu-
tion, its governing body will now
have te meet soon to nominate
someone for the interim period,
from within the association, or
even without,

The names doing the rounds
range from former president Ajit
Sengupta to senior assistant
secretary Ranjit Gupta, to even
former secretary Ashoke Ghosh.
The problem with Mr Sengupta,
a retired high court judge, is a
matter of protogol. It is heard
that one would not be too inter-
ested in paying his respects to a
man of such stature any more, in
case Mr Sengupta decides to
adorn the secretary’s chair after
having spent eventful years as
president.

Similar is the case with Mr
Ghosh. Which leaves Mr Gupta
for the job. But Messrs Sengupta
and Ghosh could go in for the pre-
sident’s post as well, in which
case Mr Raghunath Dey will
have to tender his resignation.
‘Which, again, is not unlikely,
however strange that may seem.

Overall, though, one sees the
strengthening of the hands of the
big clubs, who had been keptona
rather tight leash so far. Their
contention that the IFA is
because of them and not vice-
versa, will receive the benefit of
new, improved muscle. The selec-
tion of the interim secretary will
bring much of the latent lobby
strengths into focus.

ATl this becomes important,

IFA looking out
for a new boss

what with the IFA Shield starting|
off, and a general level of admi-
nistration necessary.

cremation: Meanwhile,|
the maortal remains of Prodyut
Dutta were consigned to the fla-
mes at the Keoratala cremator-
ium here today after being taken|
around the Maidan in a proces-
sion for the football lovers to pay|
their homage.

Durnta’s last journey began
from his house in Kalighat where|
former TFA president, Mr Ajit
Sengupta, noted footballer Pra-
sun Banerjee along with Con-
gress (I) MP Mamata Banerjee
paid floral iributes.

The body was then taken in a|
procession to the IFA office via
the George Telegraph Institute)
in Sealdah. Senior IFA officials
cluding the four joint secretar-
ies laid wreaths on the body,
which arrived in the city late in
the evening yesterday.

The BHA office remained clos-
ed today as a mark of respect to|

OWE ATSHd, dhhs

Dutta.
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